
 
 

HAMLET 
READING COMPREHENSION 

ACT 4 
YEAR 3 AND 4 

 

1. Why can’t Claudius punish Hamlet? Tick TWO boxes 
 

The Danish people love Hamlet     Hamlet is a prince 
 
 
Hamlet might reveal who killed Old Hamlet  Hamlet is innocent 
 

2. Where is Claudius going to send Hamlet? 
 

 
 



 
 

3. Is Claudius going to tell everyone that Hamlet killed Polonius? 
 

YES    NO  

4. Claudius writes a letter to the English king. What does he ask 
him to do to Hamlet?  
 
____________________________________________ 
 

5. Where is Laertes when he hears that Polonius has died? 
 

London   Paris  
 
New York   Denmark 

 
6. Who does Laertes think killed his dad? 



 
 

7. What does Laertes see happening to his sister? 
 

 
 

8. Does Laertes still want to kill Claudius?  
 
YES     NO 
 

9. What happened to Hamlet on his way to England? 
 
He fell overboard and drowned 
 
He was captured by pirates and sold to another ship 
 
He was captured by pirates who are bringing him back to Denmark 
 
He met some new friends 

 
10. How do we, the reader, know what has happened to 

Hamlet? 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 



 
 

 
 

 
 

11. A. What sort of competition does Claudius suggest 
Laertes and Hamlet should have? 

 
___________________________________________________ 
 

B. What does Laertes say he’ll do to his sword? 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
C. Write down a direct quote from the text that supports your 

answer  
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
 



 
 

12. What is Claudius going to poison? 
 
A plate of food 
 
A drink 
 
A sword 
 
A cake 

 
 

13. What news does Gertrude come rushing in with? 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

HAMLET 
READING COMPREHENSION 

ACT 4 
YEAR 3 AND 4 

ANSWERS 

1. Why can’t Claudius punish Hamlet? Tick TWO boxes 
The Danish people love Hamlet      

 
Hamlet might reveal who killed Old Hamlet  
 

2. Where is Claudius going to send Hamlet? 
 

England 
 

3. Is Claudius going to tell everyone that Hamlet killed Polonius? 
 NO  

4. Claudius writes a letter to the English king. What does he ask him to do 
to Hamlet?  
Kill him 
 

5. Where is Laertes when he hears that Polonius has died? 
Paris  

6. Who does Laertes think killed his dad? 
Claudius 

7. What does Laertes see happening to his sister? 
She’s going mad 

8. Does Laertes still want to kill Claudius?  
NO 
 

9. What happened to Hamlet on his way to England? 
He was captured by pirates who are bringing him back to Denmark 

 
10. How do we, the reader, know what has happened to Hamlet? 

He wrote a letter to Horatio 
 

11. A. What sort of competition does Claudius suggest Laertes and 
Hamlet should have? 

Sword fight/fencing 
B. What does Laertes say he’ll do to his sword? 

Put poison on it 
C. Write down a direct quote from the text that supports your answer  
“And for that purpose I’ll anoint my sword, that is I gall him slightly it may be 

death” 
12. What is Claudius going to poison? 
A drink 
13. What news does Gertrude come rushing in with? 
Ophelia has drowned 

 


