
 
 
 

HAMLET 
READING COMPREHENSION 

ACT 3 
YEAR 3 AND 4 

 

 

 
 

1. What are Claudius and Gertrude going to do later on?  
Tick one box 

 
Have dinner with Polonius   Go swimming 
 
Go and see the play     See if Hamlet is okay  
 
 



 
 
 

 
2. Write down 2 adjectives (describing words) that are used to 

describe Polonius 
 
 

I.  
 
 

II.  
 
 

3. What does Polonius think is making Hamlet mad?  
Tick one box 

 
His father’s death    His love for Ophelia  

   
He’s lost his money    He can’t trust his friends 

 
 

4. Polonius says, 
“Ophelia, walk you here! Read on this book. I hear him 
coming” 
 
 
A. What book does Polonius give Ophelia 

 
_________________________________________ 
 
B. Who is “coming”? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
 

5. Who is hiding behind the curtain with Polonius? 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

6. What is Hamlet thinking about? Write down two words 
 

 
i.  

 
 

ii.  



 
 

 
7. Complete the sentence below 

 
“There’s the problem. When you sleep you can’t  
 
______________________________ that come,” 
 

8. Why doesn’t Hamlet have time to pretend to be mad? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 



 
 
 

 
9. What does Hamlet say that shows he isn’t acting/pretending 

to be mad? Write down one direct phrase 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
10. What does Ophelia want to give back to Hamlet? Tick 

one box 
 
The Bible      A book of riddles 
   
The Torah      A book of poems 

 
11.  Why does Hamlet “spring into mad acting again”?  

 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

    
12. Why is Ophelia so upset? 

 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

    
13. Do you think Ophelia should be upset? Justify your 

answer with reference to the text 
 

YES      NO 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 



 
 
 

 
 

14. What is the play showing? 
 
A king being celebrated  A king running away 
 
A king being poisoned   A king being crowned 

 
15. ‘A cry rings out from the audience!!!’ 

A. Who cries out? 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

B. What does Claudius do? 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

C. What phrase suggests Claudius is very scared? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 



 
 

 
HAMLET 

READING COMPREHENSION 
ACT 3 

YEAR 3 AND 4 
ANSWERS 

 
1. What are Claudius and Gertrude going to do later on?  

Tick one box 
Go and see the play       

 
2. Write down 2 adjectives (describing words) that are used to 

describe Polonius 
Boring 
Old 

 
3. What does Polonius think is making Hamlet mad?  

Tick one box 
His love for Ophelia     

    
4. A. What book does Polonius give Ophelia 

The Bible 
B. Who is “coming”? 
Hamlet 

 
5. Who is hiding behind the curtain with Polonius? 

Claudius 
 

6. What is Hamlet thinking about? Write down two words 
Death 
Dying 
 

7. Complete the sentence below 
“There’s the problem. When you sleep you can’t  
control the dreams that come,” 
 

8. Why doesn’t Hamlet have time to pretend to be mad? 
Because he wasn’t expecting to see Ophelia  

 
9. What does Hamlet say that shows he isn’t acting/pretending 

to be mad? Write down one direct phrase 
“The Fair Ophelia!” 

 



 
 
10. What does Ophelia want to give back to Hamlet? 

Tick one box 
 
A book of poems 

 
11.  Why does Hamlet “spring into mad acting again”?  

Because he sees Polonius hiding behind the curtain/he see’s 
Polonius’ feet 

    
12. Why is Ophelia so upset? 

Because Hamlet is lying to her and denying that he ever gave her 
the book of poems. 

    
13. Do you think Ophelia should be upset? Justify your 

answer with reference to the text 
YES       

 
Because Hamlet made her believe that he was in love with her and 
is now denying it. 

 
 

14. What is the play showing? 
 

A king being poisoned    
 

15. ‘A cry rings out from the audience!!!’ 
A. Who cries out? 

Claudius 
B. What does Claudius do? 

Runs away 
C. What phrase suggests Claudius is very scared? 

‘Turned as white as a sheet’ 


