
 
 

HAMLET 
READING COMPREHENSION 

ACT 1 
YEAR 3 AND 4 

QUESTIONS 
 

 
 

1. What time of day or night does the play begin? Tick one box 
 
Midnight  Midday  5.00am   10.00pm  
 
 
 

2. Write down the two adjectives used to describe what it is like at the 
beginning of Act 1 
 

I. __________ 
 

II. __________ 
 
 

3. What is the name of the castle that the story is set in?  
 

____________________________________ 
 



 
 

 
4. What does a voice whisper? Quote directly from the text 

 
 

____________________________________ 
 
 

5. How does Francisco feel when he hears the voice? Justify your answer 
with reference to the text 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6. Why is Barnardo laughing? 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
7. A. Who appears through the fog? 

 
 



 
 

B. What is his relationship to Hamlet? 
 
 

 
 

8. What were the two soldiers called? 
 

Bernard and Francesca  Bernardo and Francisco  
 
 Francisco and Bertram  Bertie and Frankie 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Who did the ghost look like? Tick one box 
 

Hamlet    Old King Hamlet  



 
 

 
 Bernardo    Horatio 
 

10.  What did the ghost say? 
 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
11. What does Horatio say to the ghost? Quote directly from the text 

 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
12. Who is the one person who needs to be told that the ghost of Old King 

Hamlet has been seen? 
 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
13. In Hamlet’s time what did people do when a King died? Write down two 

things 
 

A. _________________ 
 

B. _________________ 



 
 

 
 

14. How many months has it been since Old Hamlet died? 
 

_______________________________ 
 
 

15. What does Claudius say in his speech? Tick one box 
 

Life doesn’t stop and although everyone is sad about Old Hamlet dying 
everyone must also remember to be happy 
      
Everyone must continue to wear black and mourn Old Hamlet for another 4 
months 

 
He is so sad that he will stay indoors for the next 12 months and no one must 
disturb him. 

 
  
 

16. Do you think Claudius is a good man?  
 

YES      NO   NOT SURE 
 
 
Give a reason for your answer 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

HAMLET 
READING COMPREHENSION 

ACT 1 
YEAR 3 AND 4 

ANSWERS 
1. What time of day or night does the play begin? Tick one box 

Midnight  
2. Write down the two adjectives used to describe what it is like at the beginning 

of Act 1 
a. Cold 
b. Dark 

3. What is the name of the castle that the story is set in?  
Elsinore Castle 

4. What does a voice whisper? Quote directly from the text 
“Long live the king” 
5. How does Francisco feel when he hears the voice? Justify your answer with 

reference to the text 
He feels scared and frightened- we know this because it says “his heart stopped and 
his legs turn to jelly” 
6. Why is Barnardo laughing? 

Because he scared Francisco by pretending to be a ghost! 
7. A. Who appears through the fog? 

Horatio 
B. What is his relationship to Hamlet? 
His best friend 

8. What were the two soldiers called? 
 Bernardo and Francisco  

9. Who did the ghost look like? Tick one box 
Old King Hamlet  

10.  What did the ghost say? 
Nothing- it was silent 

11. What does Horatio say to the ghost? Quote directly from the text 
“Stay! I charge thee speak!!! 
12. Who is the one person who needs to be told that the ghost of Old King Hamlet 

has been seen? 
Hamlet/Young Hamlet 
13. In Hamlet’s time what did people do when a King died? Write down two things 

A. Act sad 
B. Wear black 

14. How many months has it been since Old Hamlet died? 
2 months 
15. What does Claudius say in his speech? Tick one box 

Life doesn’t stop and although everyone is sad about Old Hamlet dying everyone must 
also remember to be happy      
16. Do you think Claudius is a good man?  

Answers will vary- key is that the child has justified their answer, e.g. not sure- it’s too early to 
say although he doesn’t seem very considerate of how Hamlet is feeling or no-if we believe 
the ghost then he killed Hamlet’s dad! 


