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1. RECAP ON CHARACTERS

HAMLET
READING COMPREKENSION

YEAR 3 AND 4

Draw a line from the character to their description

Hamlet

Laertes

Ophelia

Claudius

Gertrude

Horatio

Polonius

Old Hamlet

Hamlet's mum, recently married
to his uncle, Claudius

Hamlet's creepy, horrible uncle
and now his “new dad”

Hamlet’s best friend

Polonius’ son/Ophelia’s brother

Polonius’ daughter/ Laerte’s
sister

Claudius’ advisor/Ophelia and
Laerte’s dad

Hamlet's dad, who has come
back as a ghost to tell Hamlet
he was killed by Claudius

The title character whose father
has been killed and is out to
seek revenge
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DETECTIVE, BUT IF
I SAY “eLAauDIius 4 1
KILLED MY FATHER, A
GHOST TOLD ME!" -
THEY/LL THINK I’M

IT'S THE PERFECT |
DISGUISE, I CAN DO 4
ANYTHING, ASK ANY

QUESTIONS, SAY
OUTRAGEOUS THINGS
IF THEY THINK I'M
MAD. SO, T/LL BE
MAD!

I NEED TO
SEE INSIDE HIS
HEAD. I MUST
FIND OUT WHAT 1S
WRONG WITH HIM.
DOES HE SUSPECT
MEZMAYBE A COUPLE
OF SPIES WOULD HELP,
NOT THAT THEY SHOULD,
LOOK LIKE SPIES,
FRIENDLY FACES

wWOouLD BE BEST- T
KNOW JUST THE
)

WHO HAS
CLAUDIUS DECIDED
TO INVITE TO
ELSINORE
CASTLE FORA
"FRIENDLY VISIT"
AND TO SECRETLY
SPY ON HAMLET?
IT’/S HAMLET’S
TWO COLLEGE
FRIENDS
ROSENCRANTZ
AND
GUILDENSTERN-
HERE THEY ARE
Now, BEING
WELCOMED INTO
THE COURT.--

2. What is Hamlet going to do to try and find out whether it’s

true that Claudius killed his dad? Tick one box

He will ask Gertrude, his mum

He will ask Claudius

He will pretend to be mad so he can ask questions

3. A. Why does Claudius want to “see inside” Hamlet’s head?

Tick two boxes

To try and become his friend

To find out what is wrong with him
To find out if he suspects him

To see what colour his hair is

4. Write down the two names of Hamlet’s friends who Claudius

invites to Elsinore Castle for a “friendly visit”
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AT THAT MOMENT, OPHELIA BURSTS POLONIUS IS

WELCOME, DEAR /
ROSEN CEANITZ AND THROUGH THE DOOR IN TEARS ;ﬁ/{g/gusl

GUILDENSTERN

SHOWING HIM
UP! THE KING
AND QUEEN
ARE
SHOCKED!
You DON'T
JUST BURST
INTO THE
KING’S
THRONE
BOOM LIKE
THIS!

WELCOME, DEAR
GUILDENSTERN AND
GENTLE
ROSENCRANTZ

AS I WAS
SEWING IN MY
CHAMBER, LORD
HAMLET, WITH HIS
DOUBLET ALL
UNBRACED HE COMES
BEFORE ME, WITH HIS )
STOCKINGS FOULED AND | 4
WITH A LOOK SO
PITEOUS IN PURPORT
AS IF HE HAD BEEN
LOOSED ouT OF

HOW NOw
OPHELIA,
WHAT'S THE

MATTER? WITH __ ED O
WHAT, IN THE
w::éNI sHSVE NAME OF I DO NOT
AFFRIGHTED! MAD FOR THY KNOw, BUT
p LOVE? TRULY I DO

FEAR IT

/ NOW CLAUDIUS HAS TO TRY TO EXPLAIN THE SITUATION
ﬁ/ﬁiﬁﬁsp ';g)e”@f S TO HIS NEW GUESTS..-.
HIS MAD ACT ON y
HER - BURSTING ' 2 iomaglgnc:' HAVE v/osu
INTO HER ROOM EARD OF HAMLET

TRANSFORMATION. T ENTREAT A

LIKE A SouL E YOU BOTH, THAT YOU
ESCAPING FROM vou?:soALga Zggg_rzseg;\ geze
HELL, WITH HIS
SHIRT AND THE LITTLE TIME..-
UNBUTTONED, HIS OSCAR GOES
STOCKINGS FILTHY
AND HANGING FOR HIS MIAD s :
ROUND HIS ACTING: ...TO GATHER AS MUCH
ANKLES. GREAT i : FROM OCCASIONS YOU MAY
ACTING HAMLET, ) " ‘ GLEAN, WHETHER AUGHT

AFFECTS HIM THUS.-

FIVE STARS!

ROSENCRANTZ AND GUILDENSTERN ARE SHOCKED AT THE NEWS THAT HAMLET IS SO CHANGED- AND,
WHEN THE KING ASKS THEM TO STAY AND TRY TO FIND OUT WHY HE’S CHANGED CLAUDIUS SOUNDS SO
CONCERNED THAT THE TWO FRIENDS FEEL QUITE WORRIED-

5. Who “bursts through the door in tears”?

6. Why is Polonius “furious”?
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7. A. How is Ophelia feeling? Tick one box

Happy Scared

Worried Sick

B. Which word is a synonym for “scared” Tick one box

Excited Frightened

Jealous Sick

8. Where was Ophelia when Hamlet “burst in”?

9. What is Hamlet really doing?

10. A. Why are Rosencrantz and Guildenstern so
“shocked”?

B. Complete the sentence below, copying directly from the
text

Claudius sounds so concerned that the two friends feel

quite

11. Do you think that Claudius is worried about Hamlet?
Give a reason for your answer
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BUT HE’S ALSO SURPRISED THEY'RE Y MY LORD, WE WELL, THE WORLD’S WORST
HERE, AND A BIT SUSPICIOUS.-- ! SPIES HAVE BEEN

WERE SENT

UNCOVERED- HAMLET
IMMEDIATELY KNEW 8Y THEIR
GUILTY FACES THAT THEY
WERE UP TO SOMETHING, SO
THEY'VE ASKED HIM STRAIGHT
OUT WHAT’S MAKING HIM
BEHAVE SO STRANGELY. HE
MAY WELL HAVE BEEN ABoUT
TO ANSWER THEM, TO TELL
THEM THE WHOLE STORY,
WHEN SUDDENLY THE MOST
BORING AND
SELF-IMPORTANT MAN IN THE
WORLD BURSTS IN.---

T “

ISITA
FREE
VISITATION?
WERE YOU NOT
SENT FOR? I KNOW
THE KING AND QUEEN
HAVE SENT FOR YOU.
THERE IS A KIND OF
CONFESSION IN
\ YOUR LOOKS!

GOOD MY '\
LORD, WHAT 1S

YOUR CAUSE OF
DISTEMPER?

MY .
LORD, I HAVE

HAVE NEWS SOME
NEWS TO TELL TO TELL ACTORS ARE
youl!l HERE MY

LORD!

YOU ARE
WELCOME
MASTERS, WELCOME

ALL! POLONIUS, SHOW
: THEM WHERE TO
GET READY

suzzii!

12. Write down the two words that describe how Hamlet
feels about Rosencrantz and Guildenstern visiting?

13. How did Hamlet know that Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern were “up to something”? Tick one box

Their guilty faces They went red in the face

They told him Polonius told him
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14. Who interrupts Hamlet, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

Claudius Gertrude Polonius Ophelia

15.“My Lord | have news to tell you”
What is the news?

16. Why is Hamlet pleased the actors are here? Tick one box

He’s bored

He doesn’t have tv, internet or Netflix

He has a plan

He likes theatre

17. Do you think Hamlet is doing a good job of pretending to be
mad? Tick one box and justify your answer below, with reference to
the text.

YES NO
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HAMLET
READING COMPREHENSION
ACT 2
YEAR 3 AND 4

ANSWERS
1. RECAP ON CHARACTERS

Draw a line from the character to their description

Hamlet Hamlet's mum, recently married
to his uncle, Claudius

Laertes Hamlet's creepy, horrible uncle
and now his “new dad”

Ophelia Hamlet’'s best friend

Claudius Polonius’ son/Ophelia’s brother

Gertrude Polonius’ daughter/ Laerte’s
sister

Horatio Claudius’ advisor/Ophelia and
Laerte’s dad

Polonius Hamlet's dad, who has come

ack as a ghost to tell Hamlet

he was killed by Claudius

Old Hamlet he title character whose father

has been killed and is out to
seek revenge

2. What is Hamlet going to do to try and find out whether it’s true that
Claudius killed his dad? Tick one box

He will pretend to be mad so he can ask questions

3. A. Why does Claudius want to “see inside” Hamlet’s head? Tick two
boxes

To find out what is wrong with him

To find out if he suspects him
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4. Write down the two names of Hamlet’s friends who Claudius invites to
Elsinore Castle for a “friendly visit”
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern

5. Who “bursts through the door in tears”?
Ophelia

6. Why is Polonius “furious”?
Any of the following: She’s showing up/That’s not the way to behave/you don’t burst
into the King'’s throne room like that

7. A. How is Ophelia feeling? Tick one box

Scared

B. Which word is a synonym for “scared” Tick one box
Frightened

8. Where was Ophelia when Hamlet “burst in”?

Her chamber/her bedroom

9. What is Hamlet really doing?
Pretending to be mad/acting mad

10.A. Why are Rosencrantz and Guildenstern so “shocked”?

That Hamlet has changed so much

C. Complete the sentence below, copying directly from the text
Claudius sounds so concerned that the two friends feel quite worried

11.Do you think that Claudius is worried about Hamlet? Give a reason for
your answer
No, he just wants to make sure he doesn’t suspect him of killing Old Hamlet.

12.Write down the two words that describe how Hamlet feels about
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern visiting?

shocked
suspicious

13. How did Hamlet know that Rosencrantz and Guildenstern were “up to
something”? Tick one box

Their guilty faces



\d

o d

The Primary
Shakespeare
Company

14. Who interrupts Hamlet, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

Polonius

15.“My Lord | have news to tell you”
What is the news?

That a group of Actors have arrived to perform a play

16. Why is Hamlet pleased the actors are here? Tick one box

He has a plan

17. Do you think Hamlet is doing a good job of pretending to be mad? Tick one
box and justify your answer below, with reference to the text.

YES NO

Any number of reasons from the text but main gist is that people are scared/worried
around him, e.g Ophelia comes in crying, Polonius is a bit scared when he comes to
tell him the actors have come/Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are worried and
shocked by his behaviour.



